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(Continued from page 1)

In Sarah Palin’s case, however, the perpetrator didn’t even have to use tools like this. A hacker
identifying himself as "Rubico” claims to have been able to change the password on Sarah Palin’s
Yahoo Mail account quite easily. All he had to do was use her email name to log into the Yahoo
Mail’s interface and select the option to reset the password. Yahoo then asked him to provide her
birth date and zip code, which have become public knowledge. He then had to answer her self-
chosen security question which was where she met her husband. After several television interviews
of Sarah and her husband, the answer to that question also became public knowledge.

Sarah Palin was thrown into the public arena quite quickly, but even those of us who are not public
figures may find that their passwords and answers to security questions can be easily guessed. Do
you use the name of your spouse, children, pet, favorite sport, birthday, or wedding date as your
password? Have you entered security questions like place of birth or favorite color that are easy to
guess?

Privacy as we knew it before the Internet is now a thing of the past. With the Internet, more of our
lives are online than most of us realize. Many people use blogging as a past time and post informa-
tion on MySpace, Facebook, and other social networking websites. Once posted, all of that informa-
tion is publicly known. And the Internet is archived, so even when you remove current information,
previously posted information can still be found in Internet archives. That information can be used
to guess passwords and access personal information.

So here are a few ground rules that may help keep your private information a little safer online:

1. Use passwords that are not easy to guess and cannot be easily cracked. (Look for more on
how to choose good passwords in next week’s column.)

2. Choose a security question that others will not be able to guess the answer to. Or answer the
security question with an answer that you create which is not necessarily the true answer.

3. Use unique passwords, especially for important services and websites like banking sites and
email.

4. Keep your passwords private. Don’t leave them on a sticky note on your computer screen or
keep them in an unencrypted file on your computer.

5. Change your passwords often.

. Do not change your password by clicking on a link in an email from someone claiming to
be a system administrator, bank representative, or other seemingly reputable party. They
may not be who they say they are. When you want to change your password, always type in
the address yourself so you know you are at the real website rather than a bogus one.

. Use one credit card for all online purchases. This will limit your financial exposure.

. Keep your operating system up-to-date.

. Use a good anti-virus and anti-spyware programs.
0.Consider using an encrypted password manager program.

»
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AFFLE WINNERS
Digital Wall/DeK CIOCK .......ccooiiiiiiie e Viv Fitzgerald
SimpleSave BacKup DiSK........cuoiiiiiiiiiiiieiesie e Viv Fitzgerald
Brass Wall LamIP.....couiiioieiiecie ettt e Susan Hansen
Lightweight Stereo HeadphNOoNeS.........cooviiiiiieieee et Don Pelke
Keychain Digital PRoto AlIDUM.........cooiii s Viv Fitzgerald
Zippered CarriNg Bag ......cvoivviiiiie e Harry Crigger
Auto Toolkit with Jumper Cables.........ccooviie i Ralph Salisbury

Member Only Prize
Magma Burner Extreme DVD SOftware ..........ccccovvviieiieniie e, Ralph Salisbury

RN

These are items scheduled to be raffled
at the Next General Meeting

oL (S 0T YA/ [T Could Be YOURS
Key Chain Digital Photo AIDUM.........cccoooiiiiec e Could Be YOURS
ST 1 1[I O B TSRS Could Be YOURS
COrAIESS SCIEWAITVET ...ttt ettt et e e e e e e e e s s e s bbb e e e e e e e eeeeeeaas Could Be YOURS
N ] SR TS (1 ) LY/ Could Be YOURS
3 CD Military AIrcraft VIdRO0S. ........covuieiiiiieiieeieestee ettt Could Be YOURS
N VA e (V7 | I 0[O 1< T O 5 L Could Be YOURS
Member Only Prize
MediaOne GallErY..........oooiii i s Could Be YOURS

B oo

Please bring ten or more aluminum cans to each meeting to help build up our treasury. Only
CRV soda and beer cans, please. We appreciate the interest of Members in can donations,
however, please do not bring glass jars, steel cans or Slim Fast cans. These cans were
refused and the others must be in large quantities to be redeemed. Cans collected from
Members came to $8.77. Total for the year is: $8.77.

IMPORTANT! Even 1 or 2 cans help! It only takes about 15 for a pound. Please do not
include non-CRV aluminum. Cat food aluminum cans are OK but pay a different rate and
must be separated from other types of aluminum. We can also accept plastic CRV containers.

Digital Photo SIG

Computer Basics SIG

Wayne Miller teaches the Photo Shop SIG on the 3rd
Wednesday of each month at the Red Cross Building.

However, due to work commitments, Wayne will be
out of town this month and no meeting will be held.
Keep watching for updates.

Jim Wells continues his SIG to help Members new to
computers with the basics of using a computer.

370 Junipero, Long Beach. (Call Jim beforehand at
439-7114 so he knows how many people to expect)
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. on Last Monday of the Month

Contact Jim Wells at membership@Ibibmug.com if you are interested in organizing new SIG’s.
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m BDIEIFAETTY CONVERTER BOX CHANGEOVEF

TV Converter Box Notes

by Mike Morris, a member of the Front Range PC Users Group, Colorado
www.frpcug.org

twriterext (at) gmail.com

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by APCUG mem-
ber groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

Regarding video (and audio) hardware, | have to admit to being an Old Analog Guy (the acronym = OAG
and is pronounced “ogre”). | have 2 old analog TV’s. | don’t intend to buy a new HDTV until they both
quit working. | don’t intend to sign up for satellite or cable TV. I don’t, actually, watch very much TV (or
movies), and | am not interested in computer games. For the “Digital TV Transition” coming in February
2009, a TV converter box is the solution for me; especially now that | have my two $40 coupons.

The question is, which converter to buy?

There are 52 DTV converter box models from 33 manufacturers listed on the enclosure that came with my
converter box coupons (and many more listed on the website provided at the end of this article). Not all
converters are equal. It is still “Buyer Beware,” so you need to decide what features and specs you want
(and/or don’t want), and then check the specs of each unit carefully.

Perhaps there are a few others like me, who are considering buying a converter box. For my fellow OAG’s
(male or female), | have collected links to information on 6 of the converters that | will share with you.

Do check prices, with reputable online sellers and with your local big box or electronics store (local or na-
tional). Prices vary widely. | have picked some prices in order to provide an approximation of the “MSRP
(Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price)”.

Channel Master CM-7000

A recent price: $79.99 (less $40 coupon)

Exact phrase Google search: 3860 hits

A few of those pages were investigated. One with information and specifications is Channel Master 1.
Channel Master is part of Andrew Corporation (known for its antennas, among other things), which is now
part of CommScope. The CommScope HQ are in North Carolina. For more information on these compa-
nies and their products, connect to CommsScope.

Check out the discussion of this unit on AV Science Forum:

This is part of a message posted in March of 2008:

“The specifications on page 2 of the information sheet:
(Continued on page 5)
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CON\/ERTER B50X NOTES (conr.)

(Continued from page 4)

Demodulator input for 1080i, 720p, 480i, and 480.
Video output is 480i ONLY.

480i is Standard Definition DTV only. The CM-7000’s claim to “Get Free HDTV
Without Monthly Fees” is inaccurate.”

Echostar TR-40
A recent price: Unofficially, $40, which means, effectively, free with the coupon.
Exact phrase Google search: 10,100 hits

Lots of information on this unit on the AfterDawn website. This website also provides comparisons to other
similar units.

Digital Stream D2A1D110/20
A recent price: $69.99 (less $40 coupon)

Exact phrase Google search: 2 hits, plus 2 ads. None of the links from the Google search provided infor-
mation on the model number listed above.

There are four other Digital Stream model numbers listed in coupon enclosure, one of which is described at
Solid Signal.com.

GE 22729

A recent price: $79.99 (less $40 coupon)

Exact phrase Google search: 39,200 hits

For (limited) specs connect to this After Dawn web page.

Insignia NS-DXAL

A recent price: $59.99 (less $40 coupon)

Exact phrase Google search: 44,700 hits

Check out the information on the World-Wide TV-FM DX Association website.
There is also a detailed CNET review.

From the spec sheet: “(This unit)...displays digital TV at standard-definition (480i) screen resolution.”
(Continued on page 6)
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_T YRCIONVERTER 20X NOTES (conr.)

(Continued from page 5)

Magnavox TB-100MG9 WELCOME MEMBERS!

A recent price: $79.99 (less $40.00 coupon) New Members:

Exact phrase Google search: 999 hits Zaheer A_hmed
Jan Chritiansen

You will find some information on this unit at Solid
Signal.com. There is also a discussion of this product Renewals:

on the AV Science Forum. Lo N
Robert Benjamin

RCA DTA 800A L.G. Bingham

Robert Briggs
A recent price: $49.99 (?) (less $40.00 coupon) Nate Brightman
Exact phrase Google search: 412 hits Jerry Clarke

Judy Clarke
There are two versions of this product: the 800A and John Killian
the 800B. The difference is the tuner manufacturer. Ruth McClure
For more information on this, connect to the AV Sci- David Sharp
ence Forum and scroll down to posting #39.

Gary Tanaka

Remember this acronym, courtesy of the late Robert
Heinlein (Science Fiction author): TANSTAAFL.
That translates to “There Ain’t No Such Thing As A
Free Lunch.” If you have decided to stay with your old analog TV, and you do not plan to sign up for satel-
lite or cable TV, then you must do your homework in order to find the right product before spending your
hard-earned money on a converter box.

Remember also that the word “converter” has real meaning in this context. The converter box is converting
an HDTYV signal into something an old analog TV can display. That “something an old analog TV can dis-
play” is definitely NOT HDTV (no matter WHAT the advertisements say).

You will likely find one other obvious difference between using your old analog TV to receive analog
broadcasts, and using your old analog TV with a converter box. If you tuned (or tried to tune) to a distant
station with your old analog TV, you would get a terrible picture (lots of noise, etc.). With the converter
box, you simply won’t know a weak station is even there. You need a strong signal--the converter boxes
have a “threshold” effect. With a strong signal, everything looks good. With a weak signal, you get a black
screen. So, when you are setting up your converter box and TV, you may want to move your antenna (or
Rabbit Ears) around to get the maximum strength signal possible.

For more information on digital TV, connect to this Wikipedia article.

For more information on the TV Converter Box Coupon Program, connect to: https://www.dtv2009.gov
For an up-to-date list of qualifying products, connect to: https://www.ntiadtv.gov/cecb_list.cfm

~PAGE 6~
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R BIRECTOR [ (A PRODUCT REVIEW)

By Terry Currier, Vice President & Editor, WINdows useRS, California
www.windowsusers.org
winnersug (at) aol.com

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by AP-
CUG member groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address
above).

I’ve used several video editing programs over the years, but I still like using CyberLink’s PowerDi-
rector. Yes, there are more powerful programs that can do more, but | feel that the PowerDirector’s
interface is just easier to work with, and it’s faster. If | have not used it for a long period of time |
can still figure things out without having to bring up Help.

They have a new Vista-like interface with PowerDirector 7. | like the new dark background, it’s
easier on the eyes than the previous bright white. One of the more interesting things CyberLink did
was create a website (http://directorzone.cyberlink.com/) where users can share customized DVD
menus, templates, frames, static and motion objects. There are hundreds for people to choose from.
You can also search for and import media directly into your media library from Flickr or Freesound.
It can work with video in either 16:9 or 4:3 aspect ratio.

PowerDirector 7 will allow you to import video from an HDD camcorder; the edited file can be
burned to a disc or back to a hard disk drive camcorder. If you have the Ultra version you can im-
port AVCHD format. | had no problem with taking in my Canon HF100 raw AVCHD and working
directly on it. If you have a Blu-ray drive Ultra will also work with it.

The picture-in-picture (PiP) feature is something you may not think to use, but once you do you will
realize how much fun it can be. I’m starting to import old VHS tapes of my kids. It was interesting
to have the high school band practicing their marching in the main screen and have a PiP of the
march in competition.

With the new PowerDirector 7 you can have up to six PiP. You can modify the size of the PiP, de-
gree of transparency of the overlapping clip, as well as its position, motion and other properties us-
ing the PiP Designer. So for my grandson’s birthday party | can put in the video | took and on the
corners have the 200 still pictures showing in four PiP (he’s really cute.)

The Slideshow Designer has been enhanced with more styles to choose from. They say you can
synchronize photos with the beat of the music and have full creative control over the design in
slideshows. I did not do that, but I was really impressed with the Slideshow creation. Easy to do,
add music to the background, pan and zoom in Magic Motion, or add a style. It will help you create
soundtracks that fit perfectly within the length of a video clip or photo slideshow.

PhotoNow will let you edit images (stills.) You can resize, crop, rotate, remove red eye, adjust

(Continued on page 8)
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-m.DIRECTOR [ (A PRODUCT REVIEW) (Cont.)

(Continued from page 7)
color, brightness and more. They show you the original and new image side by side so you can de-
cide how it compares.

Magic Cut helps you fit a video clip to a specific time by automatically cutting out unnecessary por-
tions and keeping only the best moments. The Magic Cut feature uses video technology to locate
and keep the most interesting moments, while discarding sections of lesser importance. Great for
the times when you have to get that 70 minutes of video down to 60. I did try it and thought it
worked pretty good. You still want to check to make sure everything you need is in it.

In the Title Designer you can move the title to any part of the screen, change font, change the color,
blur it, make it transparent (percentage), or change the gradient direction. As | said you can
download many different DVD menus, or it is not that hard to create your own. One of my favorite
things is to create a short video of up to 90 seconds and have it be the background for the DVD
menu. When burning to a DVD in the past version they had a feature called Smart Fit which sup-
posedly helped to make your video fit onto a DVD. Most of the time it would not work for me.
Well, now in 7 they fixed it.

The Voice-Over Recording Room contains controls for recording a narration from a microphone
while watching the video clip the voice-over it is destined to accompany. You can control the posi-
tion and volume of the recording.

Magic Fix will help smooth shaky video and clarifies blurry footage (don’t expect miracles on a bad
video.) With the previous version using Magic Clean users could only apply one improvement
method at a time - Lighting and Color Adjustment, White Balance and Backlight Compensation.
With 7 you can apply all at the same time.

Is it perfect — well no video editing software is. When burning a DVD, the program default is to add
background music that goes with the different templates. Excuse me, if | wanted it | would put it in.
Also the template has the title put in as “My Videos” for each page you have. More chapters means
you will have more buttons and therefore more pages. You can edit and put in whatever you want.
If I put in Soccer 1993 on the first page | feel it should put that same title on all the pages. Instead I
have to edit each page (and remove the background music from each) to change the title.

Besides burning the video to a DVD you can save the video you worked on to a good variety of
choices. These include AVI, MPEG-1, 2 and 4, with full control over codec settings. Streaming op-
tions are WMV, RealVideo and QuickTime. If you want you can write your videos back to DV or
HDV tape. The Production Wizard will link directly into your YouTube account, encoding and up-
loading straight to the Web.

PowerDirector Ultra is $119.95 while the Deluxe version is $69.95. If you do not have a camcorder
that outputs to AVCHD or Blu-ray, you only need the Deluxe. You can download a 30 day trial ver-
sion from the CyberlLink website www.cyberlink.com
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_ FIACKING 101

By Marjie Tucker, Editor, Macon Computer User Group, North Carolina
WWW.mcug.org
mcug (at) dnet.net

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by APCUG
member groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

We are being bombarded with warnings about securing our data and the entry to our computers.
Do you ever wonder what the big fuss is all about? How can a hacker possibly get into your data?
And, what would he be looking for? Let's spend some time answering those questions.

How Does A Hacker Get In To Your Computer?

When you give your computer access to the Internet, you need an IP (Internet Protocol) address.
The IP addresses that we are currently using have 4 octets with periods between them. They will
be something like 192.168.100.1. When you access the Internet, that address is read by the router,
modem, whatever that links you to your Internet Service Provider. Then it is read by the routers
that route all the data through the Internet. This address makes it possible for you to send data,
such as e-mail or requests for web pages. And, in turn, that same address is used to direct incoming
e-mail and web pages into your computer. There are several websites and programs available that
will translate these IP addresses into the name of the company that purchased them. In many cases,
like our residential usages, the company name will be the ISP. For commercial use, it will be the
name of the company that rents the block of IP addresses. Hackers use this IP address information
to find their targets much like we use a physical address to find a house or office.

Once a hacker finds out your IP address it's relatively simple to send your computer a Trojan horse
program, spyware, or a virus that will open a port that you usually don't use. Once that port has
been opened, he can freely enter into your operating system and browse around just like he was
there in person. He would look for programs that store valuable data like social security numbers
and credit card account numbers. (Do you have that information entered into your Quicken or
Money program?)

He would look through your My Documents folder for password lists and search your Internet Ex-
plorer favorites for financial sites where you saved the username and password. And, before he
leaves he usually plants another Trojan horse that will give him the ability to take control of your
computer in the future.

Commercial Websites
The most common way to hack into a company's website through the Internet is by using a Denial
of Service attack. These DoS attacks use multiple computers to overload a website with bogus re-
quests for information. The hacker usually creates a Trojan horse program that he sends into the
computers of unsuspecting people (remember that program that was left behind when your com-
puter was invaded above?) The message that he creates usually contains a header saying that it

(Continued on page 10)
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_ RIACKING 101 (conr)

(Continued from page 9)

comes from an IP address that doesn't exist. When he is ready to attack, he calls up all the com-
puters that he infected with his Trojan horse and tells them to contact a specific IP address. Those
computers follow his instructions and send his preprogrammed message to that website. Servers
that control websites always check to verify that IP addresses requesting information or webpage
downloads are legitimate addresses. When a server is hit by a bombardment of these false address
requests, it tries to track down every one of the fake addresses. Before long the server becomes
overwhelmed by the fruitless process and crashes. When it crashes, the website will vanish and the
hacker will be given access to a prompt for the server. He can then use Linux or DOS commands to
request and view information on that server other servers.

How About Wireless?

Let’s put this hacker into an airport where hundreds of people are sharing a wireless network. It's
like leaving a child alone in a candy store. In this case the airport's wireless system usually provides
the IP addresses through DHCP and he can easily look at the list of addresses that have been sup-
plied. He can test each of the addresses for available ports and it's quick work to access the most
vulnerable. The same principles apply in hotels and restaurants that provide wireless Internet ac-
cess. If you have a wireless network in your home, our hacker can drive down your street using a
laptop or PDA to search for wireless networks. This process is called Wardriving. If he finds one
that has not been secured at all, he doesn't even have a challenge. If you have added a password, he
simply has to crack the password.

What Tools Do They Use?
It's very easy for a potential hacker to find the tools of his trade. There are many websites that offer
program tools and tutorials for using them. Here are some of the popular:

Anonymizers and Remailers - Anonymizers are online services that eliminate the trail of informa-
tion that is left behind. These sites use anonymous proxies that a hacker can use to access com-
puters and servers without leaving his IP address on any log. Remailers strip the header off a mes-
sage and replace it with a meaningless header that can't be traced.

Command.com - When this command is typed into a server it will basically give you administrative
rights. You can then see all the folders and files. It's also very easy for the hacker to create a new
administrative account that he can re-use in the future.

Password Crackers - These programs try random passwords at lightening speeds. They are usually
very successful.

Key Loggers - Hackers frequently install these on computers, especially public PCs. The programs
actually record every stroke that you make. Hence, when you
type in a username and password, it has been captured.

(Continued on page 11)
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_ BIACKING 101 (conr)

(Continued from page 10)
Port Knocking - This is a method of externally opening ports on a firewall by mimicking the proc-
ess you normally use to add a port to your firewall.

Wireshark - This popular program captures and analyzes the data on a network. It's used by hackers
to find information they want and it's also used by network administrators to manage networks.

Aircrack - This program is used to crack wireless WEP and WPA passwords.
Metasploit Framework - This is a tool that can be used by hackers to search the Internet for sites
that have dubious code. These are the sites that are the easiest to hack - especially when this pro-

gram does the searching for you.

Networks identifying the types of data and the internal addresses of this data. It's a valuable tool for
administrators, but can save a great deal of time for a hacker.

NMAP - This is a port scanner. Since a hacker knows that he needs to use a port to access your
computer or network, he can use this program to see which ports you have open.

NetStumbler - This program finds any wireless networks that are in range.
Wardrivers drive through residential neighborhoods using
NetStumbler to search for available wireless networks.

Kismet - This program takes NetStumbler one step farther. It searches for wireless networks that are
not broadcasting their SSID.

NSLookup - If you type a domain name into this program, it will give you the company's IP address

Traceroute - This is a very valuable troubleshooting tool for technicians. It will trace a packet on its
route through the Internet. It shows every IP address it visits along the way.

Snort - This is an open-source intrusion detection system. It shows traffic analysis and packet log-
ging on networks.

TCPdump - This is the most widely used network sniffer/analyzer for UNIX networks.

Net Cat - This has been called the Swiss army program for hackers. It performs many sniffing and
cracking tasks.

This was really just some of the basics. But, if we know why security is so important, we may re-
member to take the right precautions. Hope your web surfing stays secure.
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Neither the Long Beach Computer Club,
its Board of Directors, officers, nor
members makes any express or implied
warranties of merchantability and/or
fitness for a particular purpose.

Opinions provided by newsletter articles,
or by Speakers, Members or Guests who
address LBCC Meetings are individual
opinions only, and do not represent the
opinions of the Organization, its Board,
Officers, or Members.

All opinions and information should be
carefully considered and neither the
Long Beach Computer Club, its Direc-
tors, Officers, nor Members shall be
liable for any incidental or consequential
damages in connection with or arising
from the furnishing or use of any
information or opinions.

Articles in this issue of the Interface may
be reprinted in any other not for profit
newsletter without expressed permission
(except for those copyrighted) without
prior permission, provided proper author,
title and publication credits are given. All
other rights are reserved.

Articles for publication in the Interface
are earnestly solicited. Please submit all
articles via e-mail to the editor by the
third Saturday of the month. You may
also send it on a disk to our mailing
address marked “Attn: Editor”, or you
may bring it on disk to a General Meet-
ing or SIG meeting. Please include a
phone number and/or e-mail should there
be any difficulty in reading the disk.
Submissions may be presenteded using
any popular word processing program or
as plain ASCII text (i.e. e-mail) file. Do
not attempt to format your article,
except for bolding and italicizing.
Instead, focus on writing a clear,
organized, grammatically correct article.

All items submitted for publication are
subject to editing and we reserve the
right to refuse any material for
publication. Unless otherwise indicated,
all submissions become the property of
the Long Beach Computer Club.

Brands and products referenced herein
are the trademarks or registered
trademarks of or are copyrighted by their
respective holders where applicable.

Long Beach Computer Club

Long Beach, CA 90808

For all mail other than Membership Payments, address to:

5460 Del Amo Boulevard, PMB 517

GENERAL MEETING MAP

405 Freeway

East Willow Street

East Hill Street

East Pacific Coast Highway

Community Center| |g

East Anaheim Street

N

_|_

Cherry | Avenue

East 7th Street

you will be ticketed.)

General Meetings are on the the second Thursday of each
month and are open to the public free of charge. They are
held in the Signal Hill Community Center, 1780 East Hill
Street, Signal Hill, CA 90755 at 7:00 P. M. (NOTE: Be
sure not to park in front of the Police Station or Library as
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REVUNRACEERAL MEETING PRESENTATION
This month with feature a two-part in-house the highlights from the event. Any Member’s

presentation. who also attended be welcome to share their ex-
perience.

First, Jerry Clarke and Jim Wells will give a re-

cap of January’s Consumers’ Electronics Show (www.cesweb.org)

(CES) in Las Vegas NV. They’ll give many of

In the second part, Jerry will giving us details on
Inte this year’s Southwest Conference in San Diego
in late May. He will discuss new events like an
organized trip to the local Casino & Outlet cen-
ter important dates and the digital photo contest.

(www.theswcc.org)

Table of Contents
The Club’s 2008 Charity Drive ........ccccccvveveeevrenennne. 2
Raffle Items........ccocveieiiiieieeee e 4
Raffle WINNers........ccocceeveiriienieeiieieeeeee e 4
Bring Cans ......ccooceeveeiiiniininicncecceece e 4
Digital Photo SIG IsDarK........c.ccccoevevieieiieiene, 4
Computer Basics SIG........cccoceevieviniineinienicnecienene 4
A New Take on the Supercomputer............ccoccvvenenn. 5
Snaglt (A Product Review).......cccevuieniiniieniieicenen, 6
Travelling Then and NOW ........ccccccvvevieniienieenieeneenne, 8
CIUb DiIrectory ......coeevuereereenieniineeieneeneeeeeenieenne 10
MeEeting Map ......c.cooveeriieiiieiiieieeeee e 10
GENERAL MEETING PRESENTATION (7:00 PM, MEETING MAP ON BACK PAGE)
JANUATNY 8: ..o CES Report & Southwest Conference Preview
January RefresSNmMeNt VOIUNTEET: ........c.ooiiiiee e sre e e naeaneens Fred Waid

If anyone has ideas for future presenters, please e-mail any information you have to our Program Chairman at:
programs@Ibibmug.com

BOARD MEETING
Board Meeting are on the first Thursday of each month at 7:00 pm: Gateway Business Bank, 4146 Woodruff Ave.
Lakewood, CA 90713. Enter on north side of building. They are open and all Members are encouraged to attend.
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JIEIS@N0E 'S 2008 CHARITY DRIVE

We want to thank all of our Members who participated in the Club’s 2008 Charity Drive by donat-
ing pre-packaged foodstuffs to Catholic Charities. Just like our previous efforts it was a resounding
success. While an exact count is not available (no one really wanted do all that counting) but we’re
sure it was over five hundred items. (Pictures by Judy Clarke.)

B e 5 - r
i AN

President
1 Jerry Clarke
o and  Treas-
=~ urer Richard
Wescott
“loading the

-donations
into his
truck.

Richard’s  truck
riding low on its 8
springs from all
the items.
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JIEISN@EU='s 2008 Jrlr\ru rY fuvr (CONT.)

Long
Beach
Computer
Club

Catholic
Charities

USA.

At left 1s Genelle Curiel,
the representative who re-
ceived the donated items-
for Catholic Charities.

(www.catholiccharitiesusa.org)
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_ RAFFELE WINNERS

BOttIe Of WINE....coiuiiieiiieeeee et et e e et e st e et e enneeeneees Don Pelke
Key Chain Digital Photo AIbUm..........ccccoeiiiiiiiiiieiiieciecee e Ralph McCann
S GAMES CD ..ottt ettt et ebe e ebeeeaee e nreenaneeenne Ralph Salisbury
COTALESS SCIEWATTVET .....vvieiieeiiieeieeeiee ettt et e et e et e etaeestbeesabeessseeessaeessseessseesnseesnneaens Fred Waid
4 GB FlaSh DITVE ....ceiiieiiie ettt ettt et e et e e s e e entae e ennneeeenens Natu Patel
3 CD Military Aircraft Videos.......cccovvvieviiiiiiiiieeeiiee et E.C. Van Der Eecken
JazZ Festival 2008 CD .......ooeeiiiieeiie ettt et e e sere e et e e s e e enaeeeennneas Bob Benjamin
Member Only Prize
MediaOne GallEY .........ooiiiie e Nate Brightman

T

These are items scheduled to be raffled
at the Next General Meeting

Norton Tune-up Service (2 Month) .........cccoeeuiieiiiiiiieeieeeeeeecee e Could Be YOURS
DICE GAMES CD ..ottt sttt eae e e s reeae s e e e Could Be YOURS
DIUSE OFF ..ttt Could Be YOURS
512 Meg@ FIaSh DIIIVE ....veiiiiciiiciiecieeeee ettt eveeneens Could Be YOURS
Waterproof Card & Key BOX......cocoieiiiiiiiiieiieeece e Could Be YOURS
EMergency Car Kit .......ccueciiiiieiiieiiecieeeceee ettt Could Be YOURS
Sample 4x6 Inkjet Photo Paper.........coccvievieiiiiiiiiciiicececeeeee e Could Be YOURS
Member Only Prize
WINE BASKEL ... s Could Be YOURS

B oo

Please bring ten or more aluminum cans to each meeting to help build up our treasury. Only
CRV soda and beer cans, please. We appreciate the interest of Members in can donations,
however, please do not bring glass jars, steel cans or Slim Fast cans. These cans were
refused and the others must be in large quantities to be redeemed. Cans collected from
Members came to $16.58. Total for the year is: $25.35.

IMPORTANT! Even 1 or 2 cans help! It only takes about 15 for a pound. Please do not
include non-CRV aluminum. Cat food aluminum cans are OK but pay a different rate and
must be separated from other types of aluminum. We can also accept plastic CRV containers.

Digital Photo SIG

Wayne Miller teaches the Photo Shop SIG on the 3rd
Wednesday of each month at the Red Cross Building.

However, due to work commitments, Wayne will be
out of town this month and no meeting will be held.
Keep watching for updates.

Computer Basics SIG

Jim Wells continues his SIG to help Members new to
computers with the basics of using a computer.

370 Junipero, Long Beach. (Call Jim beforehand at
439-7114 so he knows how many people to expect)
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. on Last Monday of the Month

Contact Jim Wells at membership@Ibibmug.com if you are interested in organizing new SIG’s.

~PAGE 4~
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IAMNEWAITAKE ON THE SUPERCOMPUTER

By Tarig Malik
Courtesy of MSNBC.com

When black holes are perturbed, they vibrate somewhat like a ringing bell. Now astronomers have
narrowed down the rotational speed at which that vibration should stop.

As is typical, they did it out by running a simulation. But
instead of a supercomputer, they used a batch of Sony
PlayStation 3 gaming consoles wired together.

The so-called PS3 Gravity Grid, a network of 16 Play- [
Station 3 consoles grouped together in a cluster capable of [EEEEEEETEIS T
running simulations that rival a dedicated supercomputer &
at a much lower cost.

L T T T

"You can get a supercomputer's capability with relatively
little money," Lior Burko of the University of Alabama,
Huntsville, who led the black hole study, said in an inter-
view.

Rather than renting computer time on a supercomputer
that could cost $5,000 per simulation, Burko and his col- -
leagues used the PS3 Gravity Grid built by Gaurav s - B v
Khanna, a physics professor at the University of Massa- : |
chusetts, Dartmouth.

e

e

The cluster can be built for around $6,000, and allows

simulations to be repeated at no extra cost. The system is Guarav Khanna/UMD
tailored to simulations that require massive amounts of
computations, but relatively little RAM memory. The PS3 Gravity Grid, a series of 16 Play-

station 3 gaming consolesused to perform

. . . computer simulations at the University of
Burko and Khanna used the PS3 Gravity Grid to run simula-passachusetts Dartmouth.

tions that resolved an ongoing dispute over the speed at

which spinning black holes stop vibrating just after forming or being perturbed by an outside object.
One theory held that the black holes go silent at relatively fast speeds, while another theory con-
tended they went quiet at slower speeds.

According to the new simulations, the gravity wave vibrations from a spinning black hole that's
been perturbed would settle out according to the faster of the two theories, though the actual speed
will vary, Burko said.

(Continued on page 6)
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RN SVAIPNC=10) THE SUPERCOMPUTER (Cont.)

(Continued from page 5)

"It depends on the mass of the black hole," he added. "Let's say you're in a spaceship orbiting the
black hole and the black hole is perturbed. Then you need to wait a shorter time for the vibrations to
settle to a certain amplitude."

The phenomena, Burko said, can be compared to a ringing bell.

"A bell rings, but eventually it gets quiet. The energy that goes out with the sound waves is energy
that the bell is losing," Burko described in a statement. "A black hole does exactly that in gravita-
tional waves instead of sound waves. A black hole that is wobbling is emitting gravitational waves.
When those vibrations die down you get a quiet black hole."

Gravitational waves are predicted by Einstein's theory of general relativity to emanate from neutron
stars and black holes, but astronomers have not yet detected any directly.

The research is detailed in the Jan. 7 issue of the journal Classical and Quantum Gravity.

While the PS3 Gravity Grid may not be useful for all types of research, for those requiring little
RAM but massive computations it can prove a cost-cutting tool, said Khanna, who built a smaller
cluster before stringing together the 16-machine grid.

"Science budgets have been significantly dropping over the last decade," said Khanna, who de-
scribes how to build a PS3 computer cluster on his Web site. "Here's a way that people can do sci-
ence projects less expensively."

© 2009 Space.com. All rights reserved. More from Space.com.

J/—\GIT (A PRODUCT REVIEW)

By John Roy, President, The Personal Computer Users Group of Connecticut
http://tpcug-ct.org/
johnroyl (at) comcast.net

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by AP-
CUG member groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address
above).

So what is Snaglt? It is a screen capture program (Like base level PrintScreen). Every computer
user needs the ability to capture information off of the screen. Your basic operating system has al-
ways provided rudimentary capability to print or capture a full screen but it is woefully inadequate
in today‘s environment. How many times do you need a screen region or maybe an area that scrolls
off the display as many web pages do? How about having the ability to extract only the text or cap-
ture screen actions? All of these functions and many more are easily addressed with Snaglt.

(Continued on page 7)
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BEEIVE (2 orooucT REVIEW) (cour)

(Continued from page 6)

Snaglt has been around since 1990. I remember my first exposure to this great utility back in those early
years when computer expositions were held at the Javitz Convention Center in New York City. While to-
day‘s functionality greatly supersedes those early days the neat scroll capture was the cool feature of the
times and is still a main-stay tool.

For a screen capture program to be useful it needs flexibility beyond Microsoft‘s dismal screen and window
capture. Snaglt provides every imaginable capture you could ever want with Image Capture, Text Capture,
Video Capture, Web Capture, and Printer Capture. Each of these modes has additional control options such
as delayed capture, capture the mouse cursor, set a timer, or capture multiple areas, to name a few. Video
capture provides a very useful tool for creating instructional clips. You can play back the video or even
save individual frames. The ability to capture editable text from dialog boxes and other screens where it or-
dinarily can't be copied is extremely useful.

To make life easier you have the ability to set up profiles to reflect the way you like to work. Profiles cou-
pled with a defined hot key can grab and process a clip all the way to the intended application. You can
configure input, output, effects and options. Add-ons are automatically and/or optionally installed into sev-
eral applications such as Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, Power Point and Internet Explorer) and other
popular products. Wizards and tool-bars are available to simplify setting up profiles.

Having many capture options is only the front end of this versatile utility, there is also an overabundance of
tools to annotate, mark up, organize, convert, edit and share captured content. The processing tools suite
includes a very powerful editor that will bring your clips to life. No longer are you stuck with a blasé clip.
With very little effort you can spruce up your clips by adding effects, borders, stamps, and hotspots to name
a few. You can operate on one or many images at the same time. A batch conversion utility allows the user
to modify and output a collection of clips into a wide selection of formats. This utility allows you to set up
your output to selections such as File, FTP, Email, Printer, etc. The output properties are fully customiza-
ble.

Since Snaglt stores every capture you make, a first reaction would be —”how does one find the clip of in-
terest”? Well search capability is automatically built into the software and can be further enhanced by the
use of tags. Every capture you make saves the time, date, and URL information that will allow you to
quickly return to the site of the capture.

To fully appreciate the value of this great program,
download the 30 day free trial and/or view some of the
extremely informative and clearly illustrated tutorials
available on TechSmith‘s website http://
www.techsmith.com/. Snaglt lists for $49.95, runs on
all newer Windows operating systems including 64-bit
Vista. A minimum of 1 GHz processor and 512 MB of
Ram is required but double that for smoother operation.
TechSmith has developed and improved on Snaglt over
the years and has a product that belongs in every com-
puter user‘s tool box.

Capture your digital lifestyle.

~PAGE 7~
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IRASERINERNEIENTAND Now ~ “TECHNICALLY” SPEAKING

By Gregory West, Editor for the Sarnia Computer Users’ Group [SCUG], Canada
WWW.scug.ca
prospectorl6 (at) gmail.com

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by
APCUG member groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail ad-
dress above).

(This article was originally published in Sarnia’s “FIRST MONDAY”” magazine, August 2008
Issue)

In 1974 Richard Nixon was the first US President forced to resign, while gasoline pricing rose
to a whopping 55 cents a gallon US (14.5 cents a liter). They claim the reason was that
“gasoline shortages and price increases throughout the world help to cause problems in most of
the western worlds’ economies” (www.thepeoplehistory.com).

Sound familiar? What isn’t familiar is the technology that accompanies us on vacations.

I remember in 1974 driving to Fort Wilderness Disney World, Florida in a Volkswagen van
built into a homemade camper, all decked out with plywood beds and a Coleman cooler for a
fridge with a never-ending request for ice. CAA supplied the trip tik maps that marked out the
route and the construction sections of the highway. We had the best of the best for navigating
the trip. As well, we had a brand new Instamatic camera with 7 rolls of 126 film that cost us a
small fortune. Our son, four years old, rode a small tricycle back and forth inside the van to
while away the hours and hours of monotonous driving as seatbelt legislation was non-existent.

Today, we still face the gas increase excuses and we are well aware of the price of a liter of
gasoline today. In that regard, nothing has really changed, only the numbers and the fact that we
are all buckled into our seats. Although, one thing that has changed for travelers in 2008: “tech
toys”; they have now become a “must have” for every family that does ground travel on vaca-
tions.

Our kids have been replaced by grandkids and the Volkswagen homemade camper van is long
gone. People today are now hauling RV of all sorts that host most of the comforts of home.

The CAA maps and my son’s tricycle have been replaced by the latest technical and computer
gadgets. Let’s have a peek at how technology has changed road travel, some 34 years later.

Kids today are buckled tightly into the back seats as airbag protection in the front restricts them
to the back seats only. While in the back seat they have the option of viewing DVD movies run

(Continued on page 9)
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M!MEN AMNERNOW ~ “[ECHNICALLY” SPEAKING (Cont.)

(Continued from page 8)

through a DVD player onto 2 separate monitors that attach to the head rests of both front seats.
They listen to the movies via the vehicle stereo system or individual headphones. When they
tire of the movies they can play video games by switching over to their PSP or a PS2 that plugs
through the inverter. Of course there is always travel bingo if the tech stuff gets boring, but we
won’t hold our breath on that one.

For the driver and co-pilot there is a GPS display with voice directions, saving the hassle of try-
ing to read the fine print on wrinkled and torn maps. Many travelers bring along laptops while
traveling as their uses are many. For example, you can record your trip’s information, download
pictures and videos from digital cameras. The big thing these days with computers is reading
digital books, or listening to audio books that have been previously downloaded from the Inter-
net. Of course, when a live Internet connection becomes available (most RV parks have free Wi
-F1) you can check email, use Skype to call home, and research the places to see, all from your
laptop.

The days of praying that there will be a pay phone nearby if we break down are long gone as
many people have both a Canadian and American cell phone. For instance, one can purchase a
Motorola TracFone that works only in the USA for under $10 and buy a “pay-as-you-go” card,
making long distant calls back home cheaper and giving one more security on the highways in
the USA.

Don’t leave without your MP3 player. Podcasts of your favorite shows and lectures can be eas-
ily downloaded from the Internet. All MP3 players come with headphones that make for easy
listening and do not disturb the other passengers or driver.

Walkie talkies are not a new item while on vacation, but the price certainly has come down and
the range has expanded greatly. A quick stop in the grocery store for supplies will help you util-
ize your group to ensure precision targeted shopping whereby we all search out different items
and meet at the same cashier, thus saving time. The walkie talkie is also used in many other sce-
narios for security and locating purposes. These units are a must have for anyone traveling with
children. The Instamatic camera has been replaced by the digital camera, thus allowing people
to take hundreds of pictures during a trip without any real cost. If some of the pictures are not
that great they are easily deleted and forgotten without the worry of paying for more film.

An inverter will allow the truck battery to convert power from DC to AC so you can run the
laptop while traveling to edit photos, read books, watch movies and connect to Wi-Fi hotspots.
This also allows for the use of a PS2 plugged into the truck battery power as if you were at
home plugging into a wall outlet. You can even plug in a refrigerated cooler with this inverter,
making life just that much easier.

~PAGE 9~
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CLuB DIRECTORY

All area codes are 562 unless noted.
Elected Officers
President ........c.......... Jerry Clarke
president@lbibmug.com... 496-1270
Vice President .... Nate Brightman
vp@lbibmug.com ............. 427-5123
Secretary........cccoeeu... Paul Chesney
ableglass@hotmail.com.... 843-2129
Treasurer ........... Richard Wescott
treasurer@lbibmug.com ............. NA

Board of Directors
APCUG Rep ......coceueee. George Apt
cgapt@aol.com .......cceeeevveeecrieennnens
.......................................... 997-8985
Editor .................. Mitchel Chesney
editor@lbibmug.com........ 843-2127
Immed. Past Pres. ....Betty Colston
NA e 597-4273
Librarian.............. Clark Utterberg
Utterberg@aol.com .......... 634-2896
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membership@lbibmug.com..............

.......................................... 439-7114
Photographer ... Mildred Sherreitt
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president(@lbibmug.com

Raffle Chairman.......... John Craig
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Refreshments............ccc...... Vacant
Anyone interested should e-mail:
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nate@lbibmug.com........... 427-5123
Staff Writer ................... Jan Smith
iinform@netzero.com....... 433-4894
WebMaster ....... Michele Amrhein
webmaster@lbibmug.com......... NA
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Neither the Long Beach Computer Club,
its Board of Directors, officers, nor
members makes any express or implied
warranties of merchantability and/or
fitness for a particular purpose.

Opinions provided by newsletter articles,
or by Speakers, Members or Guests who
address LBCC Meetings are individual
opinions only, and do not represent the
opinions of the Organization, its Board,
Officers, or Members.

All opinions and information should be
carefully considered and neither the
Long Beach Computer Club, its Direc-
tors, Officers, nor Members shall be
liable for any incidental or consequential
damages in connection with or arising
from the furnishing or use of any
information or opinions.

Articles in this issue of the Interface may
be reprinted in any other not for profit
newsletter without expressed permission
(except for those copyrighted) without
prior permission, provided proper author,
title and publication credits are given. All
other rights are reserved.

Articles for publication in the Interface
are earnestly solicited. Please submit all
articles via e-mail to the editor by the
third Saturday of the month. You may
also send it on a disk to our mailing
address marked “Attn: Editor”, or you
may bring it on disk to a General Meet-
ing or SIG meeting. Please include a
phone number and/or e-mail should there
be any difficulty in reading the disk.
Submissions may be presenteded using
any popular word processing program or
as plain ASCII text (i.e. e-mail) file. Do
not attempt to format your article,
except for bolding and italicizing.
Instead, focus on writing a clear,
organized, grammatically correct article.

All items submitted for publication are
subject to editing and we reserve the
right to refuse any material for
publication. Unless otherwise indicated,
all submissions become the property of
the Long Beach Computer Club.

Brands and products referenced herein
are the trademarks or registered
trademarks of or are copyrighted by their
respective holders where applicable.

Long Beach Computer Club

Long Beach, CA 90808

For all mail other than Membership Payments, address to:

5460 Del Amo Boulevard, PMB 517

GENERAL MEETING MAP

405 Freeway

East Willow Street

East Hill Street

East Pacific Coast Highway

Community Centerl |g

East Anaheim Street

N

_|_

Cherry [ Avenue

East 7th Street

you will be ticketed.)

General Meetings are on the the second Thursday of each
month and are open to the public free of charge. They are
held in the Signal Hill Community Center, 1780 East Hill
Street, Signal Hill, CA 90755 at 7:00 P. M. (NOTE: Be
sure not to park in front of the Police Station or Library as
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UNITED STATES new services they provide in conjunction with

F PO RV sellers at the online auction web site eBay. (The
STAL SERVICE. following is from both the USPS and eBay wb

a preferred a Y sites.)
shipping service on

eBay and the U.S. Postal Service are happy to
Sell it on eBay. Ship it with offer you FREE co-branded shipping boxes for
U.S. Postal Service® Priority Mail® and Priority Mail Flat Rate Ser-
vice. These boxes will be delivered directly to
In March a representative from the US Post Of- your home at no cost to you.
fice will be joining us to explain some of the

Table of Contents By using the United States
February Meeting Highlights..........ccocooveiiiiiivee. 2 Postal Service, you can
Welcome Members........cccooveiiinieiece e 3 print your shipping labels
R oS, oo | directly from eBay. You
Raffle WINNers........ccocoeviiiieieseeeee e 5 do not need to take a trip
BING CANS ... 5 | and then have the package
Digital Photo SIG IS Dark.........ccoocvevenirininininns 5| weighed at the post office. Just purchase a ship-
Computer BasiCs SIG........cccoeveiiniiiiiiieeeeeeee, 5) ping scale to makes it easy to ship from your
qu to Swit_ch Inte_rnet BrowSers......cccooevervnennnnnn, 6 home. You can get a shipping scale from any
\_Il_\_llndowshs Cqmlng S00N oo 7 local post office or even online at eBay. With

ips for performing Better Searches...........cc.ccocevvnene 9 . i .
Cloud CompPULiNg........covverieieiieree e, 11 | this type of ease of service, the United States
ClUD DIFECIONY ... 12 | Postal Service is one of the best shipping meth-
MEEHING MAP ..ot 12 | ods on eBay in most cases.
GENERAL MEETING PRESENTATION (7:00 PM, MEETING MAP ON BACK PAGE)

MAECH 127 ... United States Postal Service does eBay
March RefresShment VOIUNTEET: ........c.ooiiiieii e Vivian Fitzgerald

If anyone has ideas for future presenters, please e-mail any information you have to our Program Chairman at:
programs@Ibibmug.com

BOARD MEETING
Board Meeting are on the first Thursday of each month at 7:00 pm: Gateway Business Bank, 4146 Woodruff Ave.
Lakewood, CA 90713. Enter on north side of building. They are open and all Members are encouraged to attend.
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HEERUNRACENERAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

In February, Jerry and Judy Clarke with help from Jim Wells gave a recap of January’s Consum-
ers’ Electronics Show (CES) in Las Vegas NV. They also gave away to Members many of the left-
over swag from the event.

Among the hundreds of new and exiting products Jerry and Judy put together a list of the ones they
thought might interest Members the most. For those of you who couldn’t make the meeting, here is
the list.

SMaArt Leaf.........oooiiieie e www.originatic.com
FaSt FINQEI ... eiie i www.FastFingerKeyboards.com
Solid State Storage (SSS) ... WWW.Shia.org/sssi
A S (< o [ SRR PR www.astak.com
AUIO BONE ... www.GameChangerProducts.com
CHICKITEE ..o www.goclickfree.com
E-mail Buddy .........ccooeeviiiiieee e, www.MyEmailBuddy.bravehost.com
Grand PIaNISt.........ccvveeiiiiee e www.Grand-Pianist.com
TR ICAD ...t www.iCapMPS.com
1 2d0] 6] 0 1=] 72 TR RRRSTSRS www.i-Popperz.com
LEASNTEC ... www.LeashTec.com
ICEPNONE ... www. TheMedicalPhone.com
PIaN ON..cocc e www.PlanOn.com
POJO ClUD ... www.ClubPogo.com
SENION DBVICES .....vveieiiie ettt www.harriscomm.com
Seal Shield...........ooo www.SealShield.com
PrinCeton REVIEW .........cooiiiiiiie e www.PrincetonReview.com
Forget the QULIEt .........cc.oeeeviieii e, www.SolarWholesaleDirect.com
MeEASIGNAIS......ccciiiiie e www.MedSignals.com
Brain FItNESS ...ocoiiii ettt www.dakim.com
AMUIEE VOICE.......ooiiiic e e www.AmuletDevices.com
GIgATTIDE .o www.GigaTribe.com/ces
FIEXICOI ... www.Flexicord.com

Safe Family .....ccccoooviiiiie www.norton.com/onlinefamily
FIFE FIY e www.FireFlyMobil.com
o A T | SRR www.KidZui.com

(Continued on page 3)
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HERUNRACIENERAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS (Conr.)

(Continued from page 2)

Jerry also gave a brief glimpse of this years Southwest Computer Conference (see Page 4 for more
information on the Conference).

To round out the evening, Membership Chairman Jim Wells presented 5/10/15/20 year Membership
pins to Members who passed these milestones in the last six months. (Note: Some Memnbers who
are to receive pins were not present at the Meeting. If you think you may have recently reached
these plateaus, contact Jim at membership@Ibibmug.com to find out.)

Jim Wells (center) presenting 5-year Member- Ralph Salisbury receives his '10-year Member-
ship pins to Members Natu Patel (left) and ship pin.
Robert Briggs.

WELCOME MEMBERS!

New Members:
Sofia Willsie

Renewals:
James Amrehein
Paul Chesney
Donald Chorpenning

Howard Walters
E.C. Van Der Eecken (left) and Robert Benja- Carol Willard
min (right) receiving their 20-year Membership
pins .
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Welcome to the 2009 SW Conference

Southwest Computer Conference v

o and C'J’?J
& A5 .
San Diego, California f ﬁfm 3
May 29, 30 and 31, 2009 L S
Website — www.theswcc.org

Leadership Workshops! Vendor Seminars! Vendor Presentations and Meals! Vendor Expo! Hospitality
Suite! Door Prize Drawings! Networking! T-shirts and Welcome Bags! You will find all of this and more at
the Conference.

You will have an opportunity to network with computer club leaders and members who have similar inter-
ests: share ideas and experiences as well as solutions to problems. Bring your meeting calendar to schedule
meetings; you will also have the chance to meet and talk with vendors.

The conference begins on Friday afternoon, May 29 and continues through Sunday, May 31 at the Town
and Country Resort & Convention Center in San Diego.

The conference registration fee is $60 per person, if postmarked by May 1. If your registration is post-
marked by May 15, the fee is $75; May 16 through the conference date the fee is $100. Your conference
registration fee includes admittance to all workshops and tech sessions, the Vendor Expo, meals and vendor
presentations, a Welcome Bag and T-shirt and a chance to win door prizes featuring some of the latest and
greatest technology products. To ensure that attendees receive their choice of T-shirt size, registration must
be received by May 1. Attendees registering after that date will receive an XL T-shirt. The fillable PDF
registration form is Available at: http://theswcc.org/registration/registration.htm

The conference will be held at the Town and Country Resort & Convention Center, 500 Hotel Circle North,
San Diego. Town and Country is offering attendees a special group rate of $119.00, single or double occu-
pancy. To make your reservation, please call their toll-free reservation number (800-77-ATLAS) by May 1
and identify yourself as attending the Southwest Computer Conference. Information about the hotel may be
found at: http://theswcc.org/hotel/hotel.htm

The Conference rate is available from May 27 through June 4, 2008. Bring the family! Check out places to
visit in San Diego at: http://theswcc.org/hotel/hotel.htm. The reservation deadline is May 1, 2009. All re-
quests received after that time are placed on a space-available basis. The conference rate WILL NOT be
offered after May 1, 2009. Stay at the host hotel and you are automatically entered into a drawing to receive
one of your conference nights FREE!

All conference attendees are invited to enter the Digital Photo contest. A user group with at least one mem-
ber in attendance at the Conference may also enter their Digital Photo Contest 1st, 2nd and 3rd place win-
ners. The contest guidelines may be found at: http://theswcc.org/Contest/photo/photocontest.htm

Attendees do not need to belong to a user group ~ bring a friend. Maybe attending the conference will
entice them to join your group.
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RAFFLE WINNERS
Norton Tune-up Service (2 MONtN) ......cc.ooiiiiiec e s Art Borges
DICE GAMES CD ...iiiiiiiiie ittt sttt sae e e e nte e beenbeenree e Ralph McCann
DUSE O .. ettt b et e et e be e re e Vivian Fitzgerald
512 MeQ FIaSN DIVE ...t Jan Christiansen
Waterproof Card & KeY BOX......coiueiiiiiiiiierie et see e ae s Sally Watson
EMErgency Car Kl .......voieiiice it esnee s Vivian Fitzgerald
Sample 4x6 Inkjet PNOtO PAPEI........cccoiviiiiieiie e Rosemary Peterson
Member Only Prize
WINE BASKET ... ..ottt nes Paul Chesney
e
These are items scheduled to be raffled
at the Next General Meeting
MUILI-FUNCLION PIINE SEIVE ......eiiviiiie ettt Could Be YOURS
Key Chain Digital Photo AIDUM.........cccoooiiiie e Could Be YOURS
JAZZ FESHIVAl CD ..o Could Be YOURS
10 Verbatim CD-R PACK .......c.ccoiiiiie et Could Be YOURS
512 MeQ FIaSN DIIVE .....veiiieie ettt Could Be YOURS
SEUA POKEE GAME ...ttt et e et e e s nbe e areeenee e Could Be YOURS
Print WOrkshop DVD .......oooiiiiiieie e Could Be YOURS
Member Only Prize
Trend MICro INtErNet SECUTITY .....ccvviiiieiie e Could Be YOURS
Please bring ten or more aluminum cans to each meeting to help build up our treasury. Only
CRV soda and beer cans, please. We appreciate the interest of Members in can donations,
however, please do not bring glass jars, steel cans or Slim Fast cans. These cans were
refused and the others must be in large quantities to be redeemed. Cans collected from
Members came to $8.68. Total for the year is: $34.03.
IMPORTANT! Even 1 or 2 cans help! It only takes about 15 for a pound. Please do not
include non-CRV aluminum. Cat food aluminum cans are OK but pay a different rate and
must be separated from other types of aluminum. We can also accept plastic CRV containers.

Digital Photo SIG

Wayne Miller teaches the Photo Shop SIG on the 3rd
Wednesday of each month at the Red Cross Building.

However, due to work commitments, Wayne will be
out of town this month and no meeting will be held.
Keep watching for updates.

Computer Basics SIG

Jim Wells continues his SIG to help Members new to
computers with the basics of using a computer.

370 Junipero, Long Beach. (Call Jim beforehand at
439-7114 so he knows how many people to expect)
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. on Last Monday of the Month

Contact Jim Wells at membership@Ibibmug.com if you are interested in organizing new SIG’s.
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v ORSWYITCH INTERNET BROWSERS

By Sandy Berger, CompuKISS
www.compukiss.com
sandy (at) compukiss.com

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by AP-
CUG member groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address
above).

Microsoft’s Internet Explorer is a software program that comes on all computers that use the Win-
dows Operating System. Internet Explorer is called an Internet browser since it is the software that
allows you to view Web pages and surf the Internet. In fact, at least 80% of you reading this Web
page right now are using Internet Explorer. You don’t, however, have to use Internet Explorer.
There are several other Internet browsers available.

Due to recent critical security glitches in Internet Explorer, other browsers are looking more attrac-
tive. Also, while Internet Explorer has stagnated over the past several years, several other Internet
browsers have overtaken it with useful new features and advanced functionality. Features like a
tabbed interface that lets you quickly move from page to page and voice-activated menu systems
have put alternative browsers like Firefox and Opera ahead of Internet Explorer.

Using an alterative browser is easy. You simply download the browser from the Web site of the
manufacturer and install it on your computer. Firefox, Opera, and Chrome are all alternative brows-
ers that are free downloads. Just follow the Web site instructions to download and install the new
browser. During installation the program will see Internet Explorer and will ask you if you want to
transfer your Favorites and other information from Internet Explorer to the new program. Most al-
ternative browsers will help you make the switch from Internet Explorer to their browser program.
When you install Opera, Netscape, or Firefox you will be given the option importing your Internet
information. Opera can import bookmarks and favorites. Firefox allows you to import options,
bookmarks, history, passwords, cookies, and other data from Internet Explorer. This works for
many different browsers. Fox example, if you switch from Internet Explorer to Netscape and decide
that you would then like to switch to Opera, you can move your information from Internet Explorer
to Netscape and then to Opera by simply following the instructions given during installation.

To use a different Internet browser, you don’t have to uninstall Internet Explorer. In fact, it is best
to leave Internet Explorer on your hard drive. Not only is Internet Explorer difficult to uninstall:
you may need to use it in the future. Internet Explorer is the only browser that you can use to access
the Windows Update Web site. Also, since it is the most popular Web browser, many Web sites are
optimized for Internet Explorer. If you use an alternative Web browser, in your surfing you may
find an occasional Web site that does not work properly in the browser that you have chosen. If that
Is the case, you can simply switch to Internet Explorer to access that Web site and switch back to
your alternative browser for your main surfing. You see, there is no problem with using several dif-

(Continued on page 7)
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IR RECh | i TERIET BROWSERS (Conr)

(Continued from page 6)
ferent browsers. In fact, you can actually use two or three different browsers at the same time with
no interference.

When you start using your new browser you will be asked if you want to set the new software as
your default Web browser. Whatever browser is set as your default browser will be the browser that
will appear when you click on a link in an e-mail or other document. If you want to use your new
browser all the time, you will want to set it as the default. If you say no to setting the new program
as your default, the program will continue to ask you this question every time you start it. Look for
a notice with a check box in front of it to tell the program that you don’t want to see that question
again. For instance in Opera you will click to put a checkmark into the box in front of “Do not show
this dialog again.” In Firefox click to remove the checkmark in the box that says “Always perform
this check when starting Firefox.” Then the program will not ask that question again.

If you decide that you don’t want to continue to use the new browser, you can switch back to Inter-
net Explorer at any time. Any new favorites or cookies that you have added to the new browser can
be transferred back to Internet Explorer by using the export and import settings in the two browsers.
You simply export the information from the program you are using and import it into to the pro-
gram you want to use. Click on File, and choose Import/Export to use these functions. Most brows-
ers have Wizards that will help you through the entire process. Some programs like Firefox make it
easy to import information, but make it more difficult to export information. If a Wizard is not
available you can use the programs Help menu for detailed instructions.

If you are used to using Internet Explorer, downloading and using a different Web browser is a big
step. Although most alternative browsers are similar to Internet Explorer, you will need to invest
some time into learning the new interface. Some features may not be obvious. For instance the
tabbed browsing in Firefox is not instantly noticeable. So be sure to read the help files and informa-
tion on the product’s Web site to get the full gist of what features are available.

_ WANPIOWS [/ IS COMING SOON

By Sandy Berger, CompuKISS
www.compukiss.com
sandy (at) compukiss.com

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author’s
permission for publication by APCUG member groups; all other Windows :"
uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address
above).

Uinder Corstroction

If you ask 100 people their impressions of the Microsoft Vista operating system, 95 of them will tell
you that Vista is no good, even if they have never seen or used it.
(Continued on page 8)
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EERINESUE 7 s Coming SooN (conr,)

(Continued from page 7)

It is obvious that public opinion of Vista is in the mud. Microsoft made some major blunders when
they introduced Vista. There were not enough drivers ready, so many printers, scanners, and other
peripherals were incompatible. There was no noticeable speed increase over Windows XP. Vista
requires much additional memory and more hardware, so it was often impossible to upgrade current
Windows XP computers. Also, Microsoft did not woo the press as they did when they introduced
Windows XP, so Vista got a lot of awful publicity. Vista is not a bad operating system, but Vista
has gotten a bad name. Microsoft has lost the battle and they know it. So they are working on a new
Windows operating system.

Microsoft hopes to make a clean break with previous Windows operating systems with this new
version of Windows. They are especially distancing the new operating system from the "wicked"
Vista operating system. This is obvious in the name they have chosen for the new OS. They are not
using year names like Windows 2000. They are not using what they refer to as inspirational names,
like XP or Vista. Instead, they will go back to their original numerical naming convention. There
was a Windows 1, Windows 2, and Windows 3. Now there is to be a new operating system called
"Windows 7",

It you have been following the versions of Windows as they have been introduced, you will find it
difficult to comprehend that this next version is actually the seventh version of Windows, but Mi-
crosoft says that it is, so that is that. It's Windows 7.

More important than the name, however, is the fact that Microsoft cannot afford another misstep.
They must make this operating system faster and better than Vista. Microsoft has already showed
off Windows 7 at some developer's conferences and has made some announcements and promises.

Windows 7 will be built on the Vista base, so peripherals that work with Vista, which now includes
most printers, scanners, and other devices, will also work with Windows 7.

Windows 7 will have a smaller storage footprint and will use less memory. This will allow it to run
on the new small Netbooks that are now running Windows XP or Unix because Windows Vista
cannot run on their small solid state drives.

Windows 7 will boot up and shut down faster. It will have improved battery life on laptops. It is
also promised to have an easier-to-use interface and to be easier to network in a home environment.
Although Microsoft is officially targeting January 2010 for the launch of Windows 7, logic indi-
cates that they will have Windows 7 ready for next year's holiday selling season.

This holiday season you'll find some great prices on computers running Microsoft Vista. If all goes
well, when the holiday season rolls around in 2009, the stores will be filled with computers running
the next version of Windows, Windows 7. Microsoft has made mistakes before, but I think they will
do everything they possibly can to make Windows 7 a winner. So if you are looking to buy a new
PC, this year will be a good time to buy, but, if you can wait, next year may be even better.
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IRIESNROIER R ERFORMING BETTER SEARCHES

By Sharon Housley, VP, NotePage managing Marketing for FeedForAll
www.feedforall.com
Sharon (at) notepage.com

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by APCUG
member groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

Performing and perfecting search engine results can save web surfers lots of time and energy. Under-
standing the nuances of searching allows researchers to immediately drill down and locate the informa-
tion they are seeking, without having to wade through a myriad of irrelevant search results in the proc-
ess. The increasing complexity of search engines has made understanding search engines a necessity for
those who spend any amount of time online. The following search tips are standards that will work in
most of the major search engines.

How To Find What You Are Looking For?
As the popularity of the Internet grows, more and more results are returned for even the most obscure
search phrases. In order to save time, web surfers need to increase their search relevancy. It is advisable
to use multiple search terms to produce better search results. Searchers should use specific words and
phrases to find what they're are looking for, while filtering out irrelevant and unwanted results.

In searching, more usually means less. Using more keywords in a search will help qualify the search
and make it more specific to what you are looking for. It is all about striking a balance; more search
terms will reduce the number of search results, but those results will be more accurate. Remember that
you can always refine the search further if there are too many results returned in the initial search.

Capitalization Is Irrelevant
The major search engines ignore capitalization. Upper case and lower case search phrases will deliver
the same results.

Order Matters
Keep in mind that the order in which the terms are entered into the search box will affect the search re-
sults. The most important terms should appear first in the list of search words.

Word Stemming
Major search engines will provide results that use word stemming. Word stemming includes variants of
the terms that were searched for. For example, searching on the term fish in a major search engine will
generate organic search results that also contain the terms fishing, fishes, and fisher.

Exact

Using quotations around a search phrase will generate search results that contain only that specific
search phrase, exactly as it was entered. For example, searching on the exact phrase "rocking horse™ in
a major search engine will only generate search results that contain the phrase rocking horse. The re-
sults will not include any results that contain "horse rocking™ -- even though both terms appear, they do
not appear in the proper order for an exact match.

(Continued on page 10)
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JRESNSCIERRENEORMING BETTER SEARCHES (Cont)

(Continued from page 9)

Do Not Include
Adding a (-) negative/minus sign before a search term will filter the results so that they contain the first
term but not the negated word. For example, entering the search phrase horses -rocking into a major
search engine will return search results about horses but not about rocking horses.

Must Include
If you want search results that only include a specific word, just type a (+) plus sign in front of a search
term. The results produced will always contain that term. For example, conducting a search horse + car-
ousel will result in all search results that contain carousel, and may include horse as well.

Similar Words
Adding a (~) tilde character in front of a search word will generate search results that not only include
the specified search term, but will also include all words considered to be related to the original search
term. For example, using the search term ~soda will result in organic search engine results that not only
include soda, but also include pepsi, pop, cola, coke, bottle, and soft drink.

Either Or
Adding an OR parameter between two search terms will result in search listings that include either the
first or the second word in the search results. For example, searching on the terms soda OR bottle will
generate search results that may contain both terms soda bottle or it will produce results that contain
either soda or bottle but not both in the same search listings.

Advanced Searches And Segmented Searches
Many search engines allow you to specify the type of content you wish to search in. For example, you
can often search just news articles, just blogs, or just images. If you are looking for a specific type of
media, segmenting your search can be helpful. Searches can be conducted to locate webpages that con-
tain a specific language, or a specific file type (ie. pdf, rss, etc). Simply use the search engine's ad-
vanced search option and select the content, language, file type, etc to filter your search results.

Search Meta Words
Meta keyword searches give search engines special instructions. When the meta search words are used,
a specific type of search is conducted. Here are some of the most common meta search terms...

define: When define: is used at the beginning of a search word or phrase, the search engine results will
be a definition of the word or phrase.

site: When site: is entered in the search box, followed by a domain, the search engine locates all docu-
ments within a specific domain and all of its subdomains. This is an easy way to get a rough idea of the
number of pages indexed on a domain.

link: When link: is used and followed by a URL, the search results will include all the web pages that
(Continued on page 11)
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IR EE R0 ) i BETTER SEARCHES (CONT.)

(Continued from page 10)
are indexed by the search engine which contain links to the specified URL.

inurl: When inurl: is used, followed by a keyword or phrase, the search results will include links to
web pages that contain the specific keyword or phrase in the urls themselves.

intitle: When intitle: is searched on in conjunction with a keyword or phrase, the search engine lo-
cates search results that contain the specified keyword or phrase in the web page title.

Web surfers can save large amounts of time and energy by optimizing their search techniques with
these helpful tips.

Sharon Housley manages marketing for FeedForAll http://www.feedforall.com software for creat-
ing, editing, publishing RSS feeds and podcasts. In addition Sharon manages marketing for Record-
ForAll http://www.recordforall.com audio recording and editing software.

_ CLoub COMPUTING

By Sister Dorothy Robinson, Editor, OMUG News, The Olympia Microcomputer User Group, WA
www.olymug.org
Newsletter (at) olymug.org

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by APCUG
member groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

When did you first hear or see the term *“cloud computing”? 1I’m usually the last to know anything,
it seems, so I’ve only recently started noticing this term on the Internet. | did some research, and
some say it’s the greatest thing since sliced bread—nbut others think it isn’t such a hot idea. In very
simple terms, cloud computing is this: rather than having programs and files on your computer, you
would store files online and also access applications (programs) online (think Google Docs or MS
Office Live; think Flickr or Buzzword). Your computer really wouldn’t need to have much on it,
and you’d have to have an Internet connection in order to run applications or access your files. Not
only individuals, but also companies would be doing this (and in fact, are doing it now). One of the
major benefits is that a company (or an individual, for that matter) has the use of combined server
resources they might not otherwise be able to afford “in house.”

The ever-vigilant Richard Stallman warns against the use of cloud computing: “Somebody is saying
this is inevitable—and whenever you hear somebody saying that, it's very likely to be a set of busi-
nesses campaigning to make it true... One reason you should not use web applications to do your
computing is that you lose control,” he said. "It's just as bad as using a proprietary program. Do
your own computing on your own computer with your copy of a freedom-respecting program. If
you use a proprietary program or somebody else's web server, you're defenseless. You're putty in
the hands of whoever developed that software." Food for thought.
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CLuB DIRECTORY

All area codes are 562 unless noted.
Elected Officers
President ........c.......... Jerry Clarke
president@Ilbibmug.com... 496-1270
Vice President .... Nate Brightman
vp@Ilbibmug.com ............. 427-5123
Secretary........cccoeeu... Paul Chesney
secretary@Ibibmug.com... 843-2129
Treasurer ........... Richard Wescott
treasurer@Ilbibmug.com ............. NA

Board of Directors
APCUG Rep ......coceueee. George Apt
Cgapt@aol.com ......c.cccevvevveieceennen,
.......................................... 997-8985
Editor................ Mitchel Chesney
editor@Ilbibmug.com........ 843-2127
Immed. Past Pres. ....Betty Colston
NA s 597-4273
Librarian ............. Clark Utterberg
Utterberg@aol.com .......... 634-2896
Librarian ............. Helena Bouchez
helenabme@hotmail.com........... NA
Membership Chairman.Jim Wells
membership@Ilbibmug.com..............

.......................................... 439-7114
Raffle Chairman.......... John Craig
Ibjcraig@verizon.net ........ 429-3351
Refreshments..Rotating Volunteers
Anyone interested should e-mail:
president@Ibibmug.com
Special Projects... Nate Brightman
nate@lbibmug.com........... 427-5123
WebMaster ....... Michele Amrhein
webmaster@Ibibmug.com......... NA

SIG (Special Interest Group)
Leaders
Computer Basics ........... Jim Wells
membership@Ibibmug.com..............
.......................................... 439-7114
PhotoShop................ Wayne Miller
jobshopper@att.net........... 426-9056

A\
——

Neither the Long Beach Computer Club,
its Board of Directors, officers, nor
members makes any express or implied
warranties of merchantability and/or
fitness for a particular purpose.

Opinions provided by newsletter articles,
or by Speakers, Members or Guests who
address LBCC Meetings are individual
opinions only, and do not represent the
opinions of the Organization, its Board,
Officers, or Members.

All opinions and information should be
carefully considered and neither the
Long Beach Computer Club, its Direc-
tors, Officers, nor Members shall be
liable for any incidental or consequential
damages in connection with or arising
from the furnishing or use of any
information or opinions.

Articles in this issue of the Interface may
be reprinted in any other not for profit
newsletter without expressed permission
(except for those copyrighted) without
prior permission, provided proper author,
title and publication credits are given. All
other rights are reserved.

Articles for publication in the Interface
are earnestly solicited. Please submit all
articles via e-mail to the editor by the
third Saturday of the month. You may
also send it on a disk to our mailing
address marked “Attn: Editor”, or you
may bring it on disk to a General Meet-
ing or SIG meeting. Please include a
phone number and/or e-mail should there
be any difficulty in reading the disk.
Submissions may be presenteded using
any popular word processing program or
as plain ASCII text (i.e. e-mail) file. Do
not attempt to format your article,
except for bolding and italicizing.
Instead, focus on writing a clear,
organized, grammatically correct article.

All items submitted for publication are
subject to editing and we reserve the
right to refuse any material for
publication. Unless otherwise indicated,
all submissions become the property of
the Long Beach Computer Club.

Brands and products referenced herein
are the trademarks or registered
trademarks of or are copyrighted by their
respective holders where applicable.

Long Beach, CA 90808

For all mail other than Membership Payments, address to:
Long Beach Computer Club
5460 Del Amo Boulevard, PMB 517

GENERAL MEETING MAP

405 Freeway

East Willow Street

East Hill Street

East Pacific Coast Highway

Community Center| |g

East Anaheim Street

N

_|_

Cherry | Avenue

East 7th Street

you will be ticketed.)

General Meetings are on the the second Thursday of each
month and are open to the public free of charge. They are
held in the Signal Hill Community Center, 1780 East Hill
Street, Signal Hill, CA 90755 at 7:00 P. M. (NOTE: Be
sure not to park in front of the Police Station or Library as
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Thanks to the efforts of Special Projects Chair-
man Nate Brightman, the Red Cross will be giv-
Ing a presentation in April.

American
Red Cross
of Greater

Los Angeles

For the past several years it has become harder
and harder to get Members to “rise to the occa-
sion” and support their Club and this year seems
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to be no exception. The difficulties arise with
trying to find Officers to help run the Club. Our
bylaws stare we MUST have four elected offi-
cers - President, Vice President, Secretary and
Treasurer. If we do not fill these four positions
we will have to make some drastic changes.
These changes could include rewriting the bylaws
to change this situation, losing our 401(c) status,
or perhaps disbanding. Anyone interested in run-
ning for ANY office should submit their inten-
tions to Nominations Chair Mitchel Chesney
(mitchelc@earthlink.net).

Jerry Clarke has once again agreed to run for
President, Dick Wescott has agreed to stay on as
the Club Treasurer and now Mitchel Chesney will
run for Vice President, however, that still leaves
the position of Secretary that needs filling. The
duties for the Secretary position are writing a
short article each month for the newsletter and
taking minutes and record motions at the Board
Meetings. Hopefully we can find a responsible
person who are willing to volunteer their valuable
time to help keep the Club going.

GENERAL MEETING PRESENTATION (7:00 PM, MEETING MAP ON BACK PAGE)

programs@Ibibmug.com

APFIL O
April Refreshment: ...

....................................................................... Red Cross
.................... Standard Fare plus Cake and Ice Cream

If anyone has ideas for future presenters, please e-mail any information you have to our Program Chairman at:

BOARD MEETING

Board Meeting are on the first Thursday of each month at 7:00 pm: Gateway Business Bank, 4146 Woodruff Ave.
Lakewood, CA 90713. Enter on north side of building. They are open and all Members are encouraged to attend.
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WINRIGERE SN ERAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

By Judy Clarke

If you missed the March general meeting, you missed an evening filled and very interesting and in-
formative session presented by the US Postal Service representatives, Tom Coppola and Susan
Manley. The presentation called “Sell it on eBay. Ship it with the US Postal Service “explained the
collaboration between the US Postal Service and eBay. The program included excellent step-by-
step directions on how to sell on eBay from signing up as a seller and how to best list and show
your item(s) to the many different options for selling them. They then explained, in a clear and easy
step-by-step format, how to use the easy procedures, how to use the US Postal Service for shipping
and printing labels. They explained the various shipping categories, how to package using the vari-
ous boxes and how to ship from home. They also explained how to use all of these postal services
from home even if you are not using eBay.

They provided a postal scale ($40.00) as a door prize. Ralph McCann was the lucky winner. All in
all, it was a very informative evening.

~PAGE 2~
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Welcome to the 2009 SW Conference

Southwest Computer Conference v

o and C'J’?J
& A5 .
San Diego, California f ﬁfm 3
May 29, 30 and 31, 2009 L S
Website — www.theswcc.org

Leadership Workshops! Vendor Seminars! Vendor Presentations and Meals! Vendor Expo! Hospitality
Suite! Door Prize Drawings! Networking! T-shirts and Welcome Bags! You will find all of this and more at
the Conference.

You will have an opportunity to network with computer club leaders and members who have similar inter-
ests: share ideas and experiences as well as solutions to problems. Bring your meeting calendar to schedule
meetings; you will also have the chance to meet and talk with vendors.

The conference begins on Friday afternoon, May 29 and continues through Sunday, May 31 at the Town
and Country Resort & Convention Center in San Diego.

The conference registration fee is $60 per person, if postmarked by May 1. If your registration is post-
marked by May 15, the fee is $75; May 16 through the conference date the fee is $100. Your conference
registration fee includes admittance to all workshops and tech sessions, the Vendor Expo, meals and vendor
presentations, a Welcome Bag and T-shirt and a chance to win door prizes featuring some of the latest and
greatest technology products. To ensure that attendees receive their choice of T-shirt size, registration must
be received by May 1. Attendees registering after that date will receive an XL T-shirt. The fillable PDF
registration form is Available at: http://theswcc.org/registration/registration.htm

The conference will be held at the Town and Country Resort & Convention Center, 500 Hotel Circle North,
San Diego. Town and Country is offering attendees a special group rate of $119.00, single or double occu-
pancy. To make your reservation, please call their toll-free reservation number (800-77-ATLAS) by May 1
and identify yourself as attending the Southwest Computer Conference. Information about the hotel may be
found at: http://theswcc.org/hotel/hotel.htm

The Conference rate is available from May 27 through June 4, 2008. Bring the family! Check out places to
visit in San Diego at: http://theswcc.org/hotel/hotel.htm. The reservation deadline is May 1, 2009. All re-
quests received after that time are placed on a space-available basis. The conference rate WILL NOT be
offered after May 1, 2009. Stay at the host hotel and you are automatically entered into a drawing to receive
one of your conference nights FREE!

All conference attendees are invited to enter the Digital Photo contest. A user group with at least one mem-
ber in attendance at the Conference may also enter their Digital Photo Contest 1st, 2nd and 3rd place win-
ners. The contest guidelines may be found at: http://theswcc.org/Contest/photo/photocontest.htm

Attendees do not need to belong to a user group ~ bring a friend. Maybe attending the conference will
entice them to join your group.

~PAGE 3~



Interface The award winning monthly newsletter of the Long Beach Computer Club April, 2009

AFFLE WINNERS
Bottle of Chardonnay WINE ..........coooiiiiiiiccic et Dick Wescott
JAZZ FESTIVAL CD ..ottt Art Borges
10 Verbatim CD-R PaCK ........ccuoiieiiiieie e Vivian Fitzgerald
512 MeQ FIaSN DIIVE ...t Vivian Fitzgerald
StUA POKEE GAME ...ttt e e Mitchel Chesney
Print WOTIKSNOP DVD .....ooiiiciie ettt Susan Hansen
Trend MiICro INTEINETL SECUIILY ...ovviiiiiieee et e e nee e Natu Patel

MUIIEFUNCHION PEINT SEIVEL ...ttt e e e e e e Fred Waid

RN

These are items scheduled to be raffled
at the Next General Meeting

Bottle OF MErlOt WINE........coiiiiiice e Could Be YOURS
Medical Mayhem Game CD ........ccoooveiiiiiiccce e Could Be YOURS
CA INternet SECUNMTY SUITE ......oiiiiiieiecie s Could Be YOURS
Vista & Office 2007 TrainiNg CD .....cccvoiiiiiiiiiieceeee s Could Be YOURS
2GB FIaSN DIIVE ..ottt Could Be YOURS
Lightweight Stereo Headphones...........ooiiiiiiiniiieree s Could Be YOURS
Y =T Yo QI T | o | R Could Be YOURS
Member Only Prize
Add Additional Monitor from USB POrt.........cccccviiieiieie e, Could Be YOURS

B oo

Please bring ten or more aluminum cans to each meeting to help build up our treasury. Only
CRV soda and beer cans, please. We appreciate the interest of Members in can donations,
however, please do not bring glass jars, steel cans or Slim Fast cans. These cans were
refused and the others must be in large quantities to be redeemed. Cans collected from
Members came to $8.68. Total for the year is: $34.03.

IMPORTANT! Even 1 or 2 cans help! It only takes about 15 for a pound. Please do not
include non-CRV aluminum. Cat food aluminum cans are OK but pay a different rate and
must be separated from other types of aluminum. We can also accept plastic CRV containers.

Digital Photo SIG

Wayne Miller teaches the Photo Shop SIG on the 3rd
Wednesday of each month at the Red Cross Building.

However, due to work commitments, Wayne will be
out of town this month and no meeting will be held.
Keep watching for updates.

Computer Basics SIG

Jim Wells continues his SIG to help Members new to
computers with the basics of using a computer.

370 Junipero, Long Beach. (Call Jim beforehand at
439-7114 so he knows how many people to expect)
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. on Last Monday of the Month

Contact Jim Wells at membership@Ibibmug.com if you are interested in organizing new SIG’s.

~PAGE 4~
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AR/ W =pENECU=VRE®NRE FREE /3 ~ IMPROVE SYSTEM PERFORMANCE

By Ira Wilsker
APCUG Director; Columnist, The Examiner, Beaumont TX:; Radio Show Host
iwilsker (at) apcug.net

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by AP-
CUG member groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address
above). ,

LE 4 Restore 1 Options I Suppaort
WEBSITES: [Welcome!
http://www.iobit.com Latest News
http://www.iobit.com/ o o a0
advancedwindowscareper.html 3 Database Date: 11/21/2008
(&) Last Scan: 11/23/2008 17:46
-~ L. i 8 User Account: Free
One of the most frequently asked LN J sttt vew
questions on my weekly radio
show (KLVI 560AM, Mondays, 6-
7pm) has to do with improving the © automated Care o
performance of a sluggish com- YT
puter. One of the utilities | most © Urmstespeecin O

recommended was the free version  #usarade
of 10bit’s Advanced Windows *
Care — Personal Edition, version 2. Recently 10bit released an upgraded and updated utility re-
named Advanced System Care Free V3, which 10bit claims has over 10,000 improvements and
updates. Being a fan of system improvement utilities, | had to download and install this new ver-
sion, replacing the older version 2 that | have been happily using for about the past 18 months.

Tell A Friend Check For Update

Going to the 10bit website at www.iobit.com, and downloading the new software was an easy ex-
perience, as | was given the choice of multiple download sites. | selected one of the Texas mirrors
of MajorGeeks, a major download service, where the download counter of this new version indi-
cates that over 1.5 million copies of this new version 3 have been downloaded from MajorGeeks
alone. The download was about 7.6 megs in size, and downloaded remarkable fast for a download
that size, to the credit of the bandwidth available at the Texas MajorGeeks website. Once
downloaded, I clicked on the file to install it, and it recognized my older version 2, which it re-
placed. | was given the choice of language, and “skin” (background color scheme), and selected
the white (really a soft light blue) as the easiest to read.

Once the install was complete, | chose to run the program. | was displayed a clean fresh graphical
interface that on the left of the window gave the choices “Maintain Windows”, “Diagnose Sys-
tem”, “Utilities”, and “Home”. Whichever icon is selected opens the right half of the window.
For my first test of the software, | chose to Maintain Windows. | was offered a check-box selec-
tion of “Spyware Removal”, “Registry Fix”, “Privacy Sweep”, and “Junk Files Clean”. | selected
all of them and clicked on “Scan”. In just a few minutes, Advanced System Care Free V3 detected

(Continued on page 6)
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//—\Nf‘E_) SYSTEM CAR

(Continued from page 5)

20 items it labeled as spyware (all were tracking cookies), 66 correctable errors in my registry, 29
privacy issues, and 394 megs of junk files that could be deleted. | prefer to not blindly follow what
is found, so I clicked on each of the findings to review what was found. After some minor tweak-
ing, | decided to accept what was found, and clicked on the “Repair” icon. In just seconds, all of
the corrections and deletions were carried out.

~REE V3 (ConT.)

M

Selecting the “Diagnose

‘4 Restore Ciptions |i Support

System” icon, | was w3 g
given the now Iamlllar Diagraeai
CheCk boxes for SyStem Analyze performance and security problems. Includes:
Optlmlzatlonn "SeCUI’ity gyésf'ﬁggnmgﬁgimization, Security Defense, and Disk
Defense”, “Disk Defrag- S2iires
ment”, and “Security v System Optimization
Ana|yzel'”. I Checked a” . —md Optimize and repair syskem configuration,

. o v Security Defense
except D_I Sk Defra‘g ment’ w Prevent Spyware from being installed incvour PCL
as | had just recently de- ¥ Disk Defragment
fragged my hard d r|Ve Defrag hard disk ta improve PC performance,
using IObit’s free stand- Y Security Analyzer

Scans Windows systerm ta Find hijacked settings,

ing and excellent disk de-
fragmentation utility, and

wanted to save the time,

despite 10bit’s claim that 4+ Upgrade
the integral defragmenta- . fellAfriend. Check For Undate
tion utility is up to 10 times faster than some other competing products. System Optimization de-
tected about two dozen “system bottlenecks” and corrected the system settings to improve perform-
ance. The Security Defense feature can immunize the computer against thousands of malicious
websites, illicit tracking cookies, browser hijackers, dialers, and other malicious software. Security
Analyzer examines running programs to detect and disable any malware that may be currently run-
ning on the computer.

The Utilities selection offers 20 distinct utilities to tune-up the computer and its applications; exam-
ine the security settings and backup critical system files and settings’ and “Admin Tools” which in-
cludes an uninstall utility, as well as my personal favorite, a startup manager to identify and control
what programs startup when the computer is booted. By cleaning up the startup, the computer will
run faster, boot quicker, and have fewer conflicts, because fewer programs will be automatically
loaded. Under the Tune Up tab, | found that Firefox (my preferred browser) can be optimized for
maximum performance.

The “Home” icon displays program version, database updates, most recent scan, user account (free
or paid “Professional” account), and the cumulative results of the scans that had been performed.

The center “Care” icon automatically runs the system optimization utilities, as a one-click perform-
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)
ance improvement function.

As is to be expected, 10bit
has a comparison chart that
compares the features of Ad-
vanced System Care Free
V3 with its software com-
petitors, both free and com-
mercial. The features listed
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= @I/ = - — 3 el Y Yy ey -0 | . -
\//-\I\JC:J S TEM CARE FREE V3 (Cont.)
Advanced
Reqgistry Tuneup System Microsoft Maorton
SystemCare Ccleaner Regcure
Mechanic Utilities Mechanic OneCare 380
v3 Free
ALL-in-one (secure, repair,
o v v v v
clean, and optimize)
Optimize and speed up PC
v J v
and Internet
Complete registry care (fix,
_ v v v v
clean, and defrag)
Security features \/ J J
1-click solution \/ \/ J J J J

on the chart are “All-in-one
secure, repair, clean, and op-
timize”, “Optimize and
speed up PC and Internet”,

Price

Free Free 529.95 525.95 548.95 534.97 548.95 575.95

“Complete registry care”, “Security features”, “1-click solution”, and “Price”. This software is
compared to seven major competitors (1 free and six commercial), and comes out feature rich com-
pared to the competition. To be fair, some of the products listed have features and capabilities not
included with Advanced System Care Free V3, but comparing system utilities and clean up pro-
grams, this program compares very well.

It is inevitable that users will ask why 10bit would give away software this powerful; the reason is
that 10bit clearly wants the satisfied user to upgrade to the Pro version, which has more features

Renewals:
James Amrehein
Paul Chesney
Donald Chorpenning
Rosemary Peterson
Wayne Miller
Howard Walters

WELCOME MEMBERS!

New Members:
Cherl Lee
Loretta Peters
Richard Peters
Sofia Willsi

and capabilities, and is currently on sale online for
$19.95 (regularly $29.95) directly from 10bit. The
Pro version has additional performance improving
features, a deep registry scan that roots out many
more useless registry entries (the Pro version de-
tected over 3000 useless registry entries on my
computer, compared to only 66 in the free ver-
sion), additional tune-up features to both improve
hardware performance and web speed, and free
technical support.

The excellence of Advanced System Care Free V3
has been recognized in the media with several
awards, including high ratings from ZDnet, Tu-
cows, Softpedia, Download.com, PC World, PC
Magazine, and other publications. Download.com
claims that Advanced System Care Free V3 is its
number one most downloaded system utility, with
about 9.5 million downloads, even though it has
only been available for the past several weeks.

~PAGE 7~



Interface The award winning monthly newsletter of the Long Beach Computer Club April, 2009

ATV RINIRCISERSRV/RITING TABLET (A PrODUCT REVIEW)
By Jerry Goldstein, Vice-President The PCUG of Conneticut

www.tpcug-ct.org
jerryg (at) attygoldstein.com

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by AP-
CUG member groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address
above).

Tabula rasa (blank slate) has new meaning when you hold a
pen to a writing tablet. Your creativity expands. After the

stilted motions of a mouse you get free flowing precision to Ntos,
transfer your thoughts to the screen when you use a writing
tablet and pen. For graphic work and photo editing the writ-
ing tablet is as invaluable as the palette is to an artist.

Writing tablets, aka digitizing, drawing, or graphic tablet
have been around since 1888 when the Telautograph was
patented. They have come a long way since then with one
manufacturer carving out its own market niche. That manu-
facturer is Wacom. Wacom created and patented passive tab-
lets that use electromagnetic induction technology. This technology uses horizontal and vertical
wires that transmit and receive electromagnetic signals between the tablet and a pen or mouse. For
the non-scientists amongst us that means the wires let the tablet know where the pen is on or above
the tablet and translates that to the screen. The pens are equipped with pressure sensitive technology
as well. This allows you to adjust what you do on the screen just by how hard and the angle by
which you use the pen. Electromagnetic power also eliminates the need for a battery for the pen.

Wacom patents prevent competitors from using its technology. That has kept Wacom the premier
tablet company for artists, graphic designers, architects, and, well . . . anyone wanting to use a
graphic tablet. Other technology for tablets include Active Tablets, that use a battery energized bat-
tery to transmit a stylus’s signal to the tablet, Optical Tablets, that use a small digital camera in a
pen that matches patterns on paper, (watch future newsletters for an article on this emerging tech-
nology for note-takers), and Capacitive Signal Tablets, that use electrostatic signals. Touch screens
are also similar to graphic tablets but you don’t get the high level of precision a touch screen gives
you. None of these other technologies are as popular as the electromagnetic tablets that Wacom of-
fers.

When buying a writing tablet you have choices depending on your budget and needs. Budget con-
siderations may over ride your actual needs but this is not a time to save. Wacom’s basic or amateur
level tablets used to be Graphire technology but Wacom has since introduced a new basic tablet and
called it Bamboo. The Graphire line is only available now as a reworked Bluetooth wireless tablet.

(Continued on page 9)
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WIXOINeIVRINGEOUS S (A PRODUCT REVIEW) (Cont.)

(Continued from page 8)

Between my own research and what | have discussed with others who use graphic tablets you don’t
want to buy the entry level Bamboo unless you want to quickly be frustrated by its restrictions. In-
tuos is much more sensitive allowing precision detail in your work that is sorely missing in the
Bamboo level tablet. I’m not saying that the Bamboo is a bad product for the money. It just isn’t
enough for most user’s needs. You will pay almost double for the Intuos over the Bamboo. It is
worth it.

Part of the value in buying a writing tablet is the bundled software that usually comes with your
purchase. Wacom offers Adobe Photoshop Elements, Corel Painter Essential, Nik Color Efex. and
Wacom Brushes with the Intuos tablet. Separately these softwares would cost you some $200.00.
They come free with your Wacom tablet. Adobe Photoshop Elements is the basic level version of
the well-known digital photo editing software.

Corel Painter is used to turn your photos into paintings and Nik Color Efex applies lighting filters to
your photos. Wacom Brushes customizes the brushes used with Photoshop. When | researched pur-
chasing a tablet | found a wide difference in what was being bundled with the offered tablet depend-
ing on the seller. Be careful what you are buying as what seems like a good deal could be a reseller
offering older product with outdated software.

As you can see in the table at right the Wacom tablet comes in a variety of sizes. Wacom provided
me with the 6”x11” size tablet (about $370.00) to review based on my working with dual monitors.
When buying a tablet you want to buy the largest one that fits your budget. Stretching your budget
for a bigger size will benefit you greatly later. The tablet space translates to the work you are doing.
Precision is made easier when you are working on a larger tablet that understands minute motions.
You can adapt a smaller tablet to work in tighter areas but that requires extra work which gets tedi-
ous. If you are working with only one monitor the 6x8 tablet is your best buy.

The tablet itself defaults as matching your monitor screen for size. When you reach the edge of the
tablet surface you are also at the edge of the monitor. For dual monitors the tablet moves smoothly
across the monitors as if they are one. The tablet divides itself in half so you work on both monitors
like one big surface. The only problem | had with this was that my main monitor sits directly in
front of me with the second monitor off to my left and up against the main monitor. This meant the
tablet area that I mostly worked on was furthest from me when | worked with the tablet to the side
of the keyboard. | found it easier to switch the tablet to work with just one monitor when | was do-
ing quick photo fixes. The tablet comes with two sets of programmable hot keys to make the switch
from one monitor to two relatively easy. When | wanted to work in depth with the tablet | found the
extra sized tablet came in handy and made editing easier. The tablet is also light and sturdy enough
to sit comfortably in your lap for those long editing sessions.

The tablet’s installation is mostly plug and play, easy and quick. I say mostly because of the learn-
(Continued on page 10)
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WIXONeIVRINEEOUS S (A PRODUCT REVIEW) (Cont.)

(Continued from page 9)
ing curve on the bundled software. The tablet itself is almost instantly understandable and useable.

The software bundle is where the learning curve comes in. You’ll have to do a lot of experimenting
and manual reading to get the most out of the tablet software.

You will also want to experiment with the 1024 levels of tip and erasure pressure sensitivity that you
get in the Intuos Grip Pen. As mentioned before the Intouos pen is battery free. That lightens the
pen and avoids problems with using a pen with weak batteries. | found the pen easy to hold and ma-
neuver around the tablet. The pen comes with a holder that allows you to keep track of where you
put it between uses. It also includes a handy electronic eraser for easy fixes. | have not used the pen
long enough to notice but other reviews | read indicate that the nibs on the pen do wear down with
use. The pen nibs are replaceable. The pen is so sensitive that it has tilt sensitivity like a real pen or
brush.

A nice touch to the tablet are the 2 touch strips placed strategically on the tablets. They made it easy
to scroll and zoom the work for easier editing. The tablet also comes with a five button scrolling
mouse that is ball and optics free. It works off the tablet’s surface so no additional USB plugs are
used for the mouse base. I did find it somewhat annoying using the tablet mouse as my sole mouse.
You are restricted to the active tablet surface with the tablet mouse. | often found myself with a
mouse that was not reacting to my motions when | went outside the tablet sensitivity surface. The
tablet surface has a large non sensitive area that provides a great hand rest when working but no
mouse control. It was distracting when doing general computer work, like writing this article, and
using the tablet’s mouse. For this reason | keep my old mouse handy for non-tablet work.

When buying an Intuos level writing tablet you may find it necessary to go to the stores website to
find your tablet. Retailers can not afford to stock a wide variety of tablets in each of its stores. You
probably won’t even find a store display tablet for you to try out before you buy. Your research is
going to mostly based on the reviews you find of which there are many. |

All in all I found the Wacom Intous3 tablet to be a great addition to my computer repertoire. As
regular readers know | love making home videos and mixing up photos with my PowerPoint pres-
entations. The tablet makes my prep work easier and more comfortable. | definitely recommend the
Wacom Intuos tablet as part of your photo editing or graphic work solution.

~PAGE 10~
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Long Beach
Computer
Club
N4

CLuB DIRECTORY

All area codes are 562 unless noted.
Elected Officers
President ................... Jerry Clarke
president@Ilbibmug.com... 496-1270
Vice President .... Nate Brightman
vp@Ilbibmug.com ............. 427-5123
Secretary........ccccoc.... Paul Chesney
ableglass@hotmail.com.... 843-2129
Treasurer ........... Richard Wescott
treasurer@Ibibmug.com ............. NA

Board of Directors
Editor.................. Mitchel Chesney
editor@Ibibmug.com........ 843-2127
Librarian ............. Clark Utterberg
Utterberg@aol.com .......... 634-2896
Librarian ............. Helena Bouchez
helenabme@hotmail.com........... NA
Membership Chairman.Jim Wells
membership@Ilbibmug.com..............
.......................................... 439-7114
Raffle Chairman.......... John Craig
Ibjcraig@verizon.net ........ 429-3351
Refreshments..Rotating Volunteers

Anyone interested should e-mail:
president@Ilbibmug.com
Special Projects... Nate Brightman
nate@lbibmug.com........... 427-5123

SIG (Special Interest Group)
Leaders
Computer Basics ........... Jim Wells
membership@Ilbibmug.com..............
.......................................... 439-7114
PhotoShop............... Wayne Miller
jobshopper@att.net........... 426-9056
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GENERAL MEETING MAP
i

]
LB |

il
i

'
o] £
L]
i
_.p"’
i

405 Freeway

East Willow Street

East Hill Street

Community Centerl‘.lg

East Pacific Coast Highway

Cherry | Avenue

East Anaheim Street

East 7th Street

General Meetings are on the the second Thursday of each month and are open to the
public free of charge. They are held in the Signal Hill Community Center, 1780 East Hill
Street, Signal Hill, CA 90755 at 7:00 P. M. (NOTE: Be sure not to park in front of the
Police Station or Library as you will be ticketed.)
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ESULTS

As usual, we held our annual Elections at the
April General Meeting. The Board especially
wishes to thank Member Susan Hansen for step-
ping up to take the vacant Secretary position at
the last minute. Here are the results:

President ........ccoceeeveivieeiie e, Jerry Clarke
Vice President...........cccccoeeennene Mitchel Chesney
SECIEtary ..ooovvveeeeeiieee e Susan Hansen
Treasurer.....ccccevvevieeciveerieesieenn, Richard Wescott
Table of Contents
GigaTribe (A Product REVIEW)........ccevvveiveiveniecienn, 2
Southwest Computer Conference 2009 ...................... 3
RAffle ITEMS......coveece e 4
Raffle WINNers.........cccoooiiii i 4
Bring Cans .....cccvvveiieie e 4
Digital Photo SIG IsDark........cccccoeiiiiiiiniiee 4
Computer BasiCs SIG........cccovveiieiieiieresie e 4
How to Send and E-mail to Any Cell Phone............... 5
Welcome Members.........cccocvevviii e 6
How Can | Keep My PC Clean and Tidy?.................. 6
Diagnosing RAM Errors in Vista ........cccceevevvvvennenne 8
Consumer Electronics Show (CES) 2009................. 10
(O {11 oI [ =To1 (0] Y SR 12
Meeting Map......ccoiviiiiiireee s 12

Congratulations to the winners and
good luck in the coming term.

This month’s presentation will be given by our
own Jerry Clarke called Computer 101. He will
attempt to answer your questions on computer
issues and problems. Please be sure to have as
much information on your question as possible.
For example, if your query on a problem with e-
mail, what e-mail program do you use and what
version, do you have a spam blocker-if so which
one, what is your service provider? For most
questions he’ll need to know what OS you’re
using, Windows, Mac, Linux—DQOS for some of
our Members ;), and what version. Basically, the
best way Jerry can help you is if you can help
him with the most information you can.

{Editor’s Note: My apologies to George and
Carol Apt. Last month | incorrectly identified
Special Projects Chairman Nate Brightman as
the person who arranged the April Presentation
by the Red Cross when it was actually George
and Carol.}

GENERAL MEETING PRESENTATION (7:00 PM, MEETING MAP ON BACK PAGE)

programs@Ibibmug.com

MAY L14: .o
May Refreshments:.........cocovveieiiere e

................................. Computer 101 with Jerry Clarke
......................................... Carol Apt & Zaheer Ahmed

If anyone has ideas for future presenters, please e-mail any information you have to our Program Chairman at:

BOARD MEETING

Board Meeting are on the first Thursday of each month at 7:00 pm: Gateway Business Bank, 4146 Woodruff Ave.
Lakewood, CA 90713. Enter on north side of building. They are open and all Members are encouraged to attend.
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119A\TRIBE (A PRODUCT REVIEW)

Gigalribe

Jerry Clarke
Southwest Computer Conference
Technical Advisor

| was introduced to GigaTribe at the Consumer Electronics Show. At first | thought it was just
another P2P network, much like Limewire or Kazaa, both of which | have used in the past, that
requires you to become a member of a huge network of strangers, where every user on the
network can access the files on my computer, thus not affording much privacy and allowing
strangers to track my system. GigaTribe is not like those programs. It only allows those to whom
you give permission the ability to share folders and files on your system.

A big problem the Southwest Computer Conference committee members faced was transferring
large files between members; we are constantly working on publicity, website information, the
conference handbook and much more. Large emails have to be broken down into smaller units
to fit the various transfer standards and mailbox sizes. We no longer have those problems since
we started using GigaTribe. We now easily see and transfer files among us.

It's easy to use when on the road and | have also used it to transfer files from one computer to
another in my home.

And it's as easy as one, two, three ....
Download, Install GigaTribe, and create an account. Go to www.GigaTribe.com click on

the free download. Once downloaded, install it on your system. During the install you will
be asked to create an account.

Invite your friends onto your network. Once you have connected to GigaTribe, To
invite friends to your network, send them an invitation request from the software or
accept their invitations. These invitees make up your private network.

Select the folders you want to share. Choose the folders on your hard drive you wish

to share. Your invitees will now be able to access the contents of these shared folders.

You will be able to do the same when browsing through the folders they are sharing with
you.

GigaTribe version 3 will be released for Mac and Linux. Users will be able to share files with
anyone, no matter what OS he or she is using. No release date as yet.
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Welcome to the 2009 SW Conference

Southwest Computer Conference v
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Website — www.theswcc.org

Leadership Workshops! Vendor Seminars! Vendor Presentations and Meals! Vendor Expo! Hospitality
Suite! Door Prize Drawings! Networking! T-shirts and Welcome Bags! You will find all of this and more at
the Conference.

You will have an opportunity to network with computer club leaders and members who have similar inter-
ests: share ideas and experiences as well as solutions to problems. Bring your meeting calendar to schedule
meetings; you will also have the chance to meet and talk with vendors.

The conference begins on Friday afternoon, May 29 and continues through Sunday, May 31 at the Town
and Country Resort & Convention Center in San Diego.

The conference registration fee is $75 per person, if postmarked by May 15 (the Early Bird has expired);
May 16 through the conference date the fee is $100. Your conference registration fee includes admittance
to all workshops and tech sessions, the Vendor Expo, meals and vendor presentations, a Welcome Bag and
T-shirt and a chance to win door prizes featuring some of the latest and greatest technology products. To
ensure that attendees receive their choice of T-shirt size, registration must be received by May 1. Attendees
registering after that date will receive an XL T-shirt. The fillable PDF registration form is Available at:
http://theswcc.org/registration/registration.htm

The conference will be held at the Town and Country Resort & Convention Center, 500 Hotel Circle North,
San Diego. Town and Country is offering attendees a special group rate of $119.00, single or double occu-
pancy. To make your reservation, please call their toll-free reservation number (800-77-ATLAS) by May 1
and identify yourself as attending the Southwest Computer Conference. Information about the hotel may be
found at: http://theswcc.org/hotel/hotel.htm

The Conference rate is available from May 27 through June 4, 2008. Bring the family! Check out places to
visit in San Diego at: http://theswcc.org/hotel/hotel.htm. The reservation deadline is May 1, 2009. All re-
quests received after that time are placed on a space-available basis. The conference rate WILL NOT be
offered after May 1, 2009. Stay at the host hotel and you are automatically entered into a drawing to receive
one of your conference nights FREE!

All conference attendees are invited to enter the Digital Photo contest. A user group with at least one mem-
ber in attendance at the Conference may also enter their Digital Photo Contest 1st, 2nd and 3rd place win-
ners. The contest guidelines may be found at: http://theswcc.org/Contest/photo/photocontest.htm

Attendees do not need to belong to a user group ~ bring a friend. Maybe attending the conference will
entice them to join your group.

For further information, please contact Judy Taylour at JudyTaylour@theswcc.org.
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